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Abstract  

This study aimed to discover the factors affecting the liquidation report that leads to delayed or 

non-submission of the public elementary schools of the Department of Education – Division of 

Aklan. Using descriptive research method, the 46 public elementary school heads, teacher-in-

charge, and head teacher from the District of Banga, Lezo, Makato, Libacao and Malay were 

surveyed using researcher-made questionnaire. Findings revealed that that demographic profile, 

timely submission of requirements, leveraging appropriate technologies, and addressing external 

factors are key determinants in facilitating the liquidation process. Findings underscore the 

factors influencing the utilization and liquidation of allocated funds in terms of provision and 

procurement within the public elementary education sector. Addressing these factors requires a 

comprehensive approach that involves improving budget allocation mechanisms, enhancing 

administrative capacity through training and support, promoting efficient resource management 

practices, and fostering transparency and accountability in financial transactions. There is a 

positive relationship between the factors affecting the liquidation of allocated funds and extent 

of the factors affecting the utilization and liquidation of allocated funds. This study recommends 

providing training sessions and capacity-building programs for school administrators and 

personnel involved in financial management, investing in modern accounting and reporting 

technologies and enhancing communication channels between the Department of Education 

Division of Aklan and public elementary schools.  
Keywords: maintenance and other operating expenses, allocated funds, provisions, liquidation, comprehensive 

and standardized guidelines 
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Introduction 

The Department of Education (DepEd) issued an Implementing Guidelines on the Direct 

Release and Use of Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses (MOOE) Allocations of Schools 

where the school head or principal has the authority to manage under the DepEd Order13, s 2016. 

According to Ochada and Gempes (2018), this is an innovation to enhance teaching standards and 

learning outcomes in school but the problem of late or non-submitted liquidations has spread. As 

a result, this delay has an impact on how effectively the MOOE is used and how easily schools 

can operate. In addition, the DepEd has opened investigations against several principals for 

financial mismanagement. The use of Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses (MOOE) in 

Philippine public schools has already given rise to controversy because some teachers allege that 

there are dubious transactions involving this topic. Hence, the goal of this study was to discover 

the factors affecting the liquidation report that leads to delay or non-submission of the public 

elementary schools in DepEd Division of Aklan 

 

Methodology 

This study employed a descriptive-quantitative research design as its methodology to 

investigate the factors affecting the liquidation that leads to delayed or non-submission of the 

public elementary schools. The who, what, when, where, and how questions related to a specific 

research problem can be helped by and answered by descriptive research approaches. The 

respondents of the study were composed of the following: the 46 public elementary school heads, 

teacher-in-charge, and head teacher of Districts of Banga, Lezo, Makato, Libacao and Malay. The 

sample size was selected using the simple random sampling, covering 50% of the total number of 

public elementary school heads, teacher-in-charge, head teacher. 

This study used a researcher-formulated questionnaire-checklist devised with the guidance 

of a thesis adviser, and using the work of Clark (2003) as reference. The questionnaire has three 

parts, with the first part focusing on the respondents' profiles, including age, civil status, highest 

educational attainment, length of services and average monthly salary. The second part of the 

questionnaire was composed of a 15-item checklist under three variables, such as, submission of 

requirements, technology and external factor. The Likert-type instrument had five response 

options, ranging from strongly agree to not agree. The third part of the instrument was composed 

of a 20-item checklist under two variables, such as, procurement, and provision. The Likert-type 
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instrument had five response options, ranging from very often to never. The reliability, as 

described by Ochada (2018), refers to the consistency of measuring instrument, often used to 

describe a test was determined through the conduct of test-retest method by administering the 

questionnaire checklist to the 23 public elementary school heads, teacher-in-charge, and head 

teacher of Districts of Banga, Lezo, Makato, Libacao and Malay in an interval of one-month. 

Moreover, the statistical data were computed by means of SPSS v. 2021.  

The researcher has first sought permission from the Senior Education Program Specialist 

Planning and Research of the DepEd Division of Aklan allowing to float the questionnaire 

checklist and in undertaking limited personal interviews from among the target respondents, and 

case-to-case observations within the setting of the study. Finally, the researcher ensured the 

confidentiality of responses of respondents, and meeting the requirements of research ethics.  

 

Findings 

The majority of respondents indicate a predominant representation of individuals in the 

middle of their professional careers. Moreover, a significant proportion of respondents are married. 

In terms of educational attainment, the majority have attained a master's degree. Regarding length 

of service suggesting a considerable presence of individuals with substantial professional tenure. 

Lastly, the majority of respondents, indicating a potentially higher capacity for resource 

management among the sample population. These findings provide valuable context for 

understanding the perspectives and behaviors of the respondents in relation to the factors affecting 

the liquidation of allocated funds and underscore the importance of considering demographic 

variables in financial research and decision-making processes. 

Responses regarding the submission of requirements had a grand weighted mean of 4.74 

indicating a strong consensus (strongly agree) on the importance of timely submission for the 

efficient liquidation of allocated funds in public elementary schools. Overall, the findings 

underscore a strong consensus among respondents, indicating a collective agreement on the critical 

importance of these factors in facilitating the efficient and timely liquidation of allocated funds 

within the DepEd guidelines. 

A grand weighted mean of 4.62 was found in the statements showing the variables 

influencing the respondents' allocation of finances for technology, indicating strong agreement 

across a range of measures pertaining to communication and technology integration. The study 

reveals a strong consensus among respondents regarding the importance of technology integration 
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and communication in the liquidation process of allocated funds in the education sector, 

highlighting the significance of these factors. 

The grand weighted mean of the statements made by the respondents regarding the external 

factors influencing the liquidation of their allocated funds is 4.29, indicating strong agreement 

across all indicators. This suggests that the respondents have a collective understanding of the 

significant external influences on the liquidation process. Strong agreement across all criteria is 

shown in the overall grand weighted mean, which highlights the consensus that systemic and 

external factors are important in determining how monies allotted for public elementary schools 

are spent.  

Indicating the extent of the factors affecting the utilization and liquidation of allocated 

funds of respondents as to procurement with a grand weighted mean of 2.60 suggests that the 

MOOE is generally utilized "sometimes," indicating a moderate and balanced use of funds. The 

high utilization for office equipment and supplies, suggesting a responsible and necessary use for 

essential items.  

A grand weighted mean of 4.209 indicates the degree of the elements influencing the 

respondents' usage and liquidation of the funds they were allotted. This demonstrates that the 

MOOE is frequently used, showing a proactive approach to tackling many issues of school 

management. The regular distribution of funds for facilities, technology, safety, and infrastructure 

is what makes them strong. In conclusion, the school seems to be proactive in providing funding 

for necessary areas; nonetheless, effective fund management and liquidation need maintaining 

transparency, documentation, and adherence to norms.  

A Pearson’s r of 0.804 was generated which can be considered to be a strong positive 

correlation. Additionally, the p-value is .0001 which is less than 0.05 hence, it was significant. 

Thus, the null hypothesis which states that there is no significant relationship between the factors 

affecting the liquidation of allocated funds of respondents and extent of the factors affecting the 

utilization and liquidation of allocated funds was rejected. 

 

Conclusion 

Effective liquidation of allocated funds for public elementary schools is critical for 

ensuring transparency, accountability, and proper utilization of resources within the DepEd. The 

Department should invest in modern accounting and reporting technologies tailored to the needs 

of public elementary schools. 
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The research findings underscore the multifaceted nature of factors influencing the 

utilization and liquidation of allocated funds in terms of provision and procurement within the 

public elementary education sector. Hence, they should enhance communication channels between 

the DepEd Division of Aklan and public elementary schools. Allocate resources accordingly, such 

as staffing support or access to financial management tools. 

While the Pearson correlation analysis establishes a relationship between the factors, future 

researchers could delve deeper into establishing causality. Conducting qualitative research to 

obtain insights into the underlying causes behind the observed association can be aided by utilizing 

experimental or longitudinal designs to assist understand the direction of causation between the 

variables. 
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